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RETICULATED GIRAFFE (Giraffa reticulata)

Of the nine giraffe subspecies, the reticulated is the most well-known, found in Eastern, 
Central and Southern Africa including populations in Northern Kenya and Somalia. Despite 
their size - males can grow to more than five metres in height and weigh nearly 2,000 
kilograms - they are able to gallop at 56 kilometres per hour, helping them to escape pred-
ators. Giraffes spend much of their time grazing on succulent foliage high in the treetops, 
out of reach of most herbivores, and they prefer thorny acacia trees above all. Young 
giraffes start to graze within a few weeks of birth but will continue to nurse from their 
mother until they are 15 to 17 months old.
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ZANZIBAR RED 
COLOBUS AND BABY 
(Piliocolobus kirkii)

The endangered Zanzibar red colobus is 
found on just three islands of the Zanzibar 
archipelago, off the coast of Tanzania. They 
spend almost all of their time in the tree canopy, 
grazing on their main diet of leaves, unripe 
fruit, seeds and flowers, and use their long 
legs to leap between trees. Young Zanzibar red 
colobus monkeys have only black and white 
coats at first, their red and brown colouring 
appearing at between three and five months old. 
Although they have few non-human predators, 
including chimpanzees and crowned eagles, 
their numbers are threatened by development 
encroaching on their habitat, restricting their 
ability to move between trees to find food when 
forest areas become fragmented.
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