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HERRINGFLEET MILL, BROADS NATIONAL PARK, SUFFOLK MAP: OS EXPLORER OL40

In the watery expanses of the Broads, on the Norfolk-Suffolk borderlands, windmills such as Herringfleet dot the landscape. They were erected as a huge 400-year effort to drain the surrounding 
terrain to convert it to useful farmland; today 63 of them survive, most of them 19th-century brick towers with boat-shaped caps. The 3-mile (4.8km) walk begins in the quiet village street of 
Somerleyton, where there is plenty of roadside parking towards its eastern end, and to begin the walk westwards, passing the pond; an alternative is to take the train to Somerleyton and take the track 
on the left and turn left on the road. Either way, pick up the path on the left just after Marsh Lane and just before the Duke’s Head. You soon reach the River Waveney: here the waterside walk leads 
to the mill, where a path leads inland to the road. There is an easy field path for the final section to Somerleyton.
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ANNE HATHAWAY’S COTTAGE, SHOTTERY, NR STRATFORD-UPON-AVON, WARWICKSHIRE MAP: OS EXPLORER 205

The family home of Anne Hathaway, wife of William Shakespeare, was originally a farmhouse, built in 1463 and had just three rooms - only the kitchen and parlour survive. The first Hathaway to 
live there was Anne’s grandfather John Hathaway, a tenant sheep farmer. Anne was born in the cottage in 1556. There are beautiful cottage gardens and orchards to explore and a sculpture trail 
inspired by Shakespeare’s plays. This 7-mile (11.3km) walk from Milcote to Stratford-upon-Avon goes through quiet countryside via the old railway line, then along the River Avon, past weirs and locks, 
lawns, a recreation ground and the bandstand, until you see the Royal Shakespeare Theatre across the river. Cross the footbridge, passing a basin with boats moored, to visit the town centre with its 
interesting buildings and many reminders of the town’s most famous son. The walk passes Holy Trinity Church, where Shakespeare and Anne Hathaway are buried, to return via the old railway track.
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THE QUIRAING, ISLE OF SKYE, HIGHLAND MAP: OS EXPLORER 408

The sun rises over rock formations on an ancient landslip on the eastern face of Meall na Suiramach on the Isle of Skye. The Quiraing is a long ridge of vertical cliffs, jagged rock pinnacles and pillars 
creating a fascinating, surreal landscape above Staffin Bay on the Trotternish Peninsula. It was formed by volcanic basalt rock pressing down on the sandstone and limestone below, causing massive 
landslips. The rock formations include The Prison, a pyramid-shaped crag, The Needle, a 36m-high stack and The Table, a high plateau hidden among pillars of rock. This short but challenging 
3.2-mile (5.2km) walk from the parking area at Bealach Ollasgairte ascends on a path along the base of the cliffs, crosses a stream, then climbs steeply over grass. The Prison is the first rock formation 
reached. Further along The Needle soars up to the sky - a climb up the steep grassy slope behind it leads to The Table, which can be reached by a short scramble.
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THAMES BARGE AT SNAPE MALTINGS, SUFFOLK MAP: OS EXPLORER 212

Thames sailing barges were once common on the East Coast of Britain. The flat-bottomed barges were perfectly adapted to shallow waters such as the Thames estuary and many are still active today. 
This 7-mile (11.2km) walk visits the lovely Snape Maltings, an expansive arts complex on the banks of the River Alde, famous for its concert hall, one of the main venues of the annual Aldeburgh 
Festival, founded by renowned local composer Benjamin Britten. The complex also includes shops, galleries and restaurants. It starts at the lifeboat station on the seafront in the attractive coastal 
town of Aldeburgh, which still has a small fishing fleet. Heading north along the beach following the Suffolk Coast Path and the Sailor’s Path through Blackheath Wood, an AONB. The path is so 
named because historically sailors would use it to walk home. Finally, the walk passes through the reedbeds, wet woodland and marshland of Snape Warren to finish at The Maltings.
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TRYFAN, OGWEN VALLEY, LLANBERIS, SNOWDONIA MAP: OS EXPLORER OL17

The Glyders form a compact mountain range between Bangor and Capel Curig. In contrast to the smooth outlines of the western flank, the eastern flank is craggy and full of interest. Tryfan (917.5m) 
is one of the most recognisable peaks in Britain, having a classic pointed shape with rugged crags. This traverse of the Glyder ridge from Llyn Ogwen ascends to the two highest summits of the 
range, Glyder Fawr (1,001m) and Glyder Fach (994m). From the  Ogwen Cottage car park the 5.5-mile (8.9km) walk climbs steadily to the shores of Lake Bochlwyd. It continues upwards to Bwlch 
Tryfan from where you can climb to the summit of the magestic Tryfan, energy, time and weather permitting. A steep, rough path leads to the summits of Glyder Fawr and Glyder Fach and the rocky 
landscape of the Glyder plateau with several unusual rock formations such as Castell y Gwynt. The descent to Llyn Idwal down the rocky stairway called the Devil’s Kitchen is steep but rewarding.
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MERMAID STREET, RYE, EAST SUSSEX MAP: OS EXPLORER 125, 124, 138

The ancient town of Rye was a coastal port which was cut off in the 13th century when the sea retreated. It played an important role in the defence of the south coast in medieval times and the town’s 
hilltop vantage point was used to detect and repel marauding invaders. The cobbled streets contain well-preserved buildings including inns and secret passages once used by smugglers, such as the 
Mermaid Inn on Mermaid Street, a cobbled lane filled with half-timbered houses and Georgian residences. The Royal Military Canal Path is an excellent waymarked trail of 29 miles (47km) from 
Cliff End on the Sussex coast to Seabrook in Kent, which can be completed in stages. The canal was built in 1805 as a defence against Napoleon. It provides drainage and irrigation of Romney 
Marsh and is an important site for wildlife. The walk follows the canal along the edge of Romney Marsh, passing Rye Harbour, Iden Lock and the pretty village of Appledore, to the Kent coast.
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SLATER’S BRIDGE, LITTLE LANGDALE, LAKE DISTRICT NATIONAL PARK, CUMBRIA MAP: OS EXPLORER MAP OL6 

Reflected in the River Brathay, Slater’s Bridge is a picturesque 17th century packhorse bridge, in two parts, taking advantage of a central large boulder and a very long slate slab to cross the river, built 
by miners in nearby Hodge Close slate quarry. Today Little Langdale valley is peaceful but 200 years ago it would have been different. It was at the intersection of packhorse routes leading across 
to the Cumbrian coast, as well as the north and south of the Lake District. This 5.5-mile (8.9km) walk begins at the Three Shires Inn in Little Langdale, crosses the bridge and takes a path to High 
Tilberthwaite, then ascends Holme Fell and Ivy Crag summits, with panoramic views of many Lakeland fells. The return route passes two tarns and Hodge Close quarry, gently descending to Little 
Langdale. Along the River Brathay a small tunnel leads to one of the old slate workings, the vast Cathedral Cave, where the slate miners’ handiwork can be admired.
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ROWING BOATS ON THE RIVER GREAT OUSE, HOUGHTON, CAMBRIDGESHIRE MAP: OS EXPLORER 225

The River Great Ouse is the longest of several British rivers called Ouse and flows through the delightful market town of St Ives under a 15th century bridge which incorporates a chapel. The wide 
main street is lined with fine buildings and the old Quay has many handsome old properties, including a fine Jacobean manor house with superb brick chimneys. This easy circular walk of 5.6 miles 
(9km) explores rural Cambridgeshire, with a variety of scenery – riverside, woodland, meadows and the pretty villages of Houghton and the Hemingfords. From the market square (Market Hill) 
the walk passes the riverside gardens of The Waits, following the river to Houghton Watermill, a National Trust property in a scenic riverside location. Crossing the river at a canal lock it traverses 
Hemingford Meadow to the scenic village of Hemingford Abbots with its pretty thatched cottages, then follows the Great Ouse again, through fields and meadows back to St Ives.
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CASTLE HOWARD, NORTH YORKSHIRE MAP: OS EXPLORER 300

One of Britain’s grandest stately homes, Castle Howard is set in 1,000 acres of breathtaking landscape in the Howardian Hills. The huge main house, designed by Sir John Vanburgh in 1699 for 
Charles Howard, Earl of Carlisle, took almost 40 years to build. Nicholas Hawksmoor designed the baroque cupola modelled after St Paul’s cathedral.  The extensive grounds include formal 
gardens, manicured parkland, obelisks, towers and follies with two artificial lakes and magnificent fountains. The Howardian Hills offer some excellent walking. This 9-mile (14.5km) circular walk starts 
from the village of Welburn following the Centenary Way footpath, crossing the Castle Howard Estate to reach a wooded ridge with an ancient earthwork. There are fine views across the Vale of 
Pickering to the North York Moors. It passes through the estate village of Coneysthorpe before crossing parkland past the Great Lake and the Temple of the Four Winds and back to the start.
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DURDLE DOOR, JURASSIC COAST, DORSET MAP: OS EXPLORER OL15

An iconic landscape, Durdle Door is a natural arch, formed when the sea pierced through the hard limestone around 10,000 years ago, washing away the softer rocks behind. The rock layers of 
the arch are tilted almost vertically into the sea, with a curving shingle beach below. This 7-mile (11.3km) walk along a fascinating section of the Jurassic Coast, an area well known for its geological 
features and fossils, begins at Lulworth Cove car park. It follows the South West Coast Path gently uphill on a wide paved path to reach Durdle Door where a steep path descends to the beach for 
a closer view. The undulating coast path makes a final zigzag ascent up the chalk headland of White Nothe (160m), with wonderful views back towards Durdle Door. The return route branches off 
to a track which is followed to Newlands Farm and a caravan site, before skirting the northern flank of Hambury Tout to go back to Lulworth Cove, renowned for its outstanding geology.
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REGENT STREET, LONDON MAP: ANY LONDON STREET MAP

Named after the Prince Regent, Regent Street was built as London’s original shopping street and has some of its most distinctive architecture. The street’s layout was completed in 1825, an early 
example of town planning. Home to world class flagship stores, fine dining and the iconic Christmas lights, it is bordered by many smaller streets offering independent shops and exclusive brand names. 
From Piccadilly Circus near the Eros statue where the famous lights were first switched on in 1890, this 3-hour walk follows Regent Street, past renowned toy shop Hamleys, founded in 1760, to 
Carnaby Street, haunt of dedicated followers of fashion in the 1960s. It goes down New Bond Street, past Sotheby’s auctioneers and prestigious stationers Smythson, then along Savile Row, home 
of men’s fine tailoring. Past the luxurious Burlington Arcade and Fortnum and Mason on Piccadilly where staff still wear tailcoats, it returns via Jermyn Street, with its many charming arcades.
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RIBBLEHEAD VIADUCT ON THE SETTLE TO CARLISLE RAILWAY LINE, NORTH YORKSHIRE MAP: OS EXPLORER OL2

The splendid 24-arch Ribblehead Viaduct carries the Settle to Carlisle Railway over the River Ribble, curving across wild, unspoilt moorland. Opened in 1876 and built by 6,000 men, it is perhaps 
England’s most scenic railway. Trains climb 26km to pass over the viaduct and through the 2,404m Blea Moor Tunnel, the longest tunnel on the line. At 723m Ingleborough is the second highest of 
the Yorkshire Three Peaks. Huge expanses of limestone rock, exposed and pressurised by glaciers, have created dramatic cobbled limestone pavements. The limestone’s permeability has produced 
deep potholes and fascinating underground cave systems. This 7.5-mile (12.1km) walk goes up to Ingleborough summit, with fine views of Pen-y-ghent, Whernside and the viaduct. Starting near 
Chapel le Dale, it crosses limestone pavement, climbing steeply on a paved path to the summit. It follows the escarpment and over Park Fell and descends over another stretch of limestone pavement.
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HEBDEN BRIDGE, WEST YORKSHIRE MAP: OS EXPLORER OL21

Named after the old packhorse bridge over Hebden Water, Hebden Bridge grew in the Industrial Revolution as a prosperous mill town for water-powered wool weaving below the south Pennine 
moors. Its unusual ‘upstairs-downstairs’ terraced houses with 4 or 5 storeys were built to house textile workers, as there was a lack of flat building land. In the 1970s and 80s writers and artists flocked 
to the town, which is justifiably proud of its artistic identity, with many quirky shops, galleries and cafes. This circular 11-mile (17.7km) walk from Hebden Bridge across the towpath of the Rochdale 
Canal, seen here with some snow and barges moored. It climbs steadily uphill to meet the Pennine Way, following it to the large monument on Stoodley Pike (400m), which dominates the landscape. 
The walk drops down to Withens Gate to reach the dam of Withens Clough Reservoir, then takes in stretches of moorland and upland woodland to return to the canal and the start.
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