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NEAR CASTLETON, 
PEAK DISTRICT, DERBYSHIRE
MAP: OS EXPLORER OL1

The Peak District National Park is renowned for its contrasting 
White and Dark Peak landscapes – quiet limestone dales and 
wild upland moors. This easy 4.5 mile (7.3km) walk in the Peak 
District starting from the picturesque village of Castleton 
crosses some typical limestone scenery, providing fine views 
across the valley to the Great Ridge. It climbs quite steeply at 
first and leads into Cave Dale with the ruined 11th-century 
Peveril Castle perched high above, following this typical 
limestone dale south using the Limestone Way. Cave Dale was 
initially formed by glacial meltwater carving a deep narrow 
valley in the soluble limestone. The river then found a route 
underground leaving a dry valley with caverns underneath. 
There are excellent views of the Ridge and of Mam Tor. 
Reaching the summit of Winnats Pass it returns along a minor 
road to Castleton.

Photo © John Finney Photography/Getty Images



FEBRUARY 2025
JANUARY 2025

MARCH 2025

S M T W T F S WK

1 5

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 6

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 7

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 8

23 24 25 26 27 28 9

S M T W T F S WK

30 31 1 9

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 10

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 11

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 12

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 13

S M T W T F S WK

1 2 3 4 1

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 2

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 3

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 4

26 27 28 29 30 31 5

PAP OF GLENCOE REFLECTING IN
LOCH LEVEN, HIGHLANDS, SCOTLAND
MAP: OS EXPLORER 392

Overlooking the tranquil shores of Loch Leven, the thimble- 
like Pap of Glencoe stands at the entrance to Glen Coe, a 
famous steep-sided Highland valley and a magnet for walkers. 
From the village of Kinlochleven, at the head of the small sea 
loch of Loch Leven, this linear walk follows the West Highland 
Way over a distance of 15 miles (24.4km) to Fort William. After 
a climb through woodland from Kinlochleven, there are fine 
views down to the village, the loch, and across to the Pap of 
Glencoe, then the jagged ridge of the Aonach Eagach comes 
into view. The route passes along a valley amid the mountains 
of the imposing Mamores range, then follows forestry trails 
through undulating open countryside to Glen Nevis, with 
views of Ben Nevis and the outlying peaks. Finally, it descends 
via forest tracks and roads to Fort William, the end of the West 
Highland Way.

Photo © Tom Mackie/AWL Images
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17th: Bank Holiday (N. Ireland)

BOSCASTLE HARBOUR, CORNWALL
MAP: OS EXPLORER 111

This exhilarating 9 mile (14.6km) walk combines a superb 
section of Cornish coastline and one of England’s prettiest 
fishing harbours with a rural section including the woodland 
of St Nectan’s Glen. Starting from the main street in Tintagel 
with its links to the legends of King Arthur and its picturesque 
old post office, it descends to the ruins of the castle on the 
cliffs, connected to the headland by a cantilever bridge. It 
follows the South West Coast Path towards Boscastle over a 
series of descents and ascents, some quite steep. Boscastle’s 
beautiful harbour is set at the end of a long valley in a natural 
inlet protected by two stone walls. There are many quaint 
old houses in the village. The return route is via field paths, 
descending to the lovely St Nectan’s Glen, a deep wooded 
valley where a spectacular waterfall plunges 18m through a 
rock hole.

Photo © Travellinglight/Getty Images



S M T W T F S WK

1 2 3 4 5 14

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 15

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 16

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 17

27 28 29 30 18

S M T W T F S WK

1 2 3 18

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 19

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 20

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 21

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 22

S M T W T F S WK

30 31 1 9

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 10

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 11

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 12

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 13

APRIL 2025
MARCH 2025

MAY 2025

18th: Bank Holiday (UK)
21st: Bank Holiday (UK not Scotland)

PATH THROUGH BLUEBELLS, 
EMMETTS GARDEN, IDE HILL, KENT
MAP: OS EXPLORER 147

Emmetts Garden is a rare, stunning Edwardian Garden 
renowned for its beautiful display of bluebells in late spring 
and vibrant colours all year round. There are fine views over 
the Weald of Kent. This short 3 mile (4.8km) walk starts from 
Ide Hill, the highest village in Kent, with its large village green, 
passing the seat dedicated to Octavia Hill, a Victorian social 
campaigner who helped to set up the National Trust. It then 
follows the Greensand Way, a sandstone escarpment parallel 
to the North Downs, and passes through Scords Wood. Here 
the walk can be extended to the summit of Toys Hill (235m), 
where there are outstanding views of the Weald. This area  
was a location in medieval times for charcoal burners and 
wood collectors as well as for grazing livestock. The walk 
passes the entrance to Emmetts Garden, to return via 
woodland paths to Ide Hill.

Photo © Tom Mackie/AWL Images
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BROADWAY VILLAGE, COTSWOLDS, 
WORCESTERSHIRE
MAP: OS EXPLORER OL45

The Cotswold Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) is 
mostly farmland, both cultivated and pasture, with some areas 
of woodland and open upland. This pleasant walk of 11 miles 
(17.9km) begins at the National Trust car park at Dover’s Hill, 
northwest of Chipping Campden, with its many fine buildings 
and stone market hall built in 1627. Footpaths, bridleways 
and country lanes are followed through fields, woodlands and 
the rolling hills of the Cotswold escarpment to the village of 
Broadway. The name of this quintessential Cotswold village 
refers to the wide, grass-fringed High Street, one of the 
longest in England, lined with mainly 16th-century houses 
with a large green. The walk returns to the start using part of 
the Cotswold Way, passing the Broadway Tower, an  
18th-century folly, an iconic landmark on the escarpment, 
where there are far-reaching views.

Photo © Andrea Pistolesi/Getty Images
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HAMPTON COURT PALACE, SURREY
MAP: OS EXPLORER 161

Hampton Court was one of Henry VIII’s favourite palaces, 
surrounded by beautiful and varied parkland on the north 
bank of the River Thames. The splendid red-brick palace was 
built by Cardinal Wolsey from 1516 to 1520 as a gift for King 
Henry VIII, who added the huge turreted gatehouse, a Royal 
Tennis Court, an astronomical clock, the Great Dining Hall and 
some enormous kitchens. In the 17th century, the gardens 
were landscaped by Sir Christopher Wren and the famous 
maze planted. The small knot garden was created in 1924 in 
the style of the original Tudor gardens. This 6.5 mile (10.6km) 
walk starts from Hampton Court station. It follows a section of 
Thames Path around the edge of Hampton Court Park along 
the river to Kingston where the London Loop footpath is used 
to explore the ponds of Bushy Park and the Deer Park before 
returning to the Palace entrance.

Photo © Maurizio Rellini/4Corners
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HELMSLEY, NORTH YORKSHIRE
MAP: OS EXPLORER OL26

The North York Moors National Park combines wild, heather-
clad upland moorland and dramatic coastal scenery with 
fascinating villages, ruined abbeys and a scenic steam railway. 
Helmsley, an appealing market town on the River Rye, has 
a 12th-century castle with a restored walled garden, many 
well-preserved red-roofed houses, a church and a stream 
flowing through the centre. In the cobbled market square the 
market cross marks the start of the Cleveland Way, which runs 
177km around the North York Moors and coast. This 9.8 mile 
(15.8km) walk follows Beck Dale through woods and across 
farmland, before descending to the evocative ruins of Rievaulx 
Abbey, standing in the lush valley of the River Rye. Founded 
in 1132, it became a flourishing monastic community, but was 
mostly destroyed in 1538. The Cleveland Way is followed from 
Rievaulx bridge back to Helmsley.

Photo © Joe Daniel Price/Getty Images
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HORSEY, NORFOLK
MAP: OS EXPLORER OL40

Reeds, fiery scattered clouds and a windmill are reflected 
in Horsey Mere on the eastern edge of the Norfolk Broads. 
Standing prominently amidst the Norfolk marshland is Horsey 
Windpump, a four-storey drainage mill, built in 1912, now 
owned by the National Trust. Horsey Mere is an open stretch 
of water, surrounded by reed beds and a high bank. It is a 
nature reserve, a haven for migrating birds, dragonflies and 
rare butterflies. This 3.7 mile (6km) pleasant and easy walk in 
the Norfolk Broads starts from the restored Horsey Drainage 
Mill close to Horsey Mere. The walk crosses farmland to reach 
dunes at the glorious, sandy Horsey Beach, a great place to 
watch seals, especially in the breeding season. The route then 
follows a short section of Norfolk Coast Path to Horsey Gap, 
then returns across fields through the village and onto the 
shores of Horsey Mere. 

Photo © George W Johnson/Getty Images
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LYNDHURST, NEW FOREST 
NATIONAL PARK, HAMPSHIRE
MAP: OS EXPLORER OL22

The New Forest National Park is dominated by open expanses 
of vegetation including heathland, bogs, woodlands and 
streams. This environment is maintained through the grazing 
of thousands of New Forest ponies and cattle. Lyndhurst is the 
largest village in the New Forest, with many attractions such 
as the church of St. Michael and All Angels. This short 2.9 mile 
(4.7km) walk goes north from the centre of Lyndhurst on a 
path that follows a circular route around an area called the ‘Old 
Race Ground’, with woods on one side and a golf course on the 
other. This extensive area of grassland is a magnet for ponies 
and cattle. Until around 1880 it was the site of a substantial 
race ground and from 1922 until the 1940s sales of Forest 
ponies and a fair were held here. Fallow and roe deer emerge 
at dusk to feed on the edge of the golf course, which opened 
in 1890. 

Photo © Adam Burton/Robert Harding
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CRIBYN FROM PEN Y FAN, 
BRECON BEACONS, POWYS
MAP: OS EXPLORER OL13

The Brecon Beacons National Park is a diverse landscape of 
grassy moorland, green valleys, rivers, waterfalls and wetlands 
centred on a long ridge of six peaks, with straight, plane-cut 
edges and flat summits. Cribyn is a prominent mountain in the 
Brecon Beacons with an elevation of 795m, a little lower than 
the neighbouring peaks of Pen y Fan and Corn Du, connected 
by a long, imposing escarpment. Like the other peaks of 
the range, the upper slopes are formed from sandstones 
with the rock strata tilting gently southward. This lovely 6.5 
mile (10.6km) Brecon Beacons walk in Powys explores the 
limestone country lying south of Crickhowell in the Usk Valley. 
Starting from the village of Llangattock it uses a section of the 
peaceful Monmouthshire and Brecon Canal, which follows the 
line of the Usk Valley. The walk then parallels the Llangatwg 
Escarpment, passing old limestone quarries, continuing 
through pleasant rural countryside with some excellent views. 
Photo © Michael Roberts/Getty Images
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OLD WYE BRIDGE AND CATHEDRAL, 
HEREFORD, HEREFORDSHIRE
MAP: OS EXPLORER 189

Hereford’s beautiful 12th-century cathedral is home to the 
famous Hereford Mappa Mundi, created around 1300, the 
largest medieval world map to survive, containing over 
500 drawings on vellum. It also has a 17th-century Chained 
Library, holding over 1,500 rare books, including 229 medieval 
manuscripts. In the heart of Hereford, the Black and White 
House is a remarkably well-preserved Jacobean timber-framed 
house built in 1621. This linear walk of 6.7 miles (10.9km) 
along part of the Wye Valley Walk starts from the 15th-century 
stone Wye Bridge on a riverside path and crosses the river on 
a victorian suspension bridge, Victoria Bridge. The path runs 
close to the Wye following the flood plain to Hampton Bishop, 
then along the River Lugg to Mordiford. It skirts ancient 
woodland to Fownhope, passing Bagpiper’s Tump where a 
bagpiper used to play during the English Civil War. 

Photo © Joe Daniel Price/Getty Images
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LOUGHRIGG FELL, LAKE DISTRICT, 
CUMBRIA
MAP: OS EXPLORER OL7

The natural beauty of the Lake District National Park has 
attracted many artists and writers for centuries and draws 
walkers from all over the world. Loughrigg Fell sits in a 
prominent and isolated position at the junction of five major 
valley systems, with panoramic views of the Central Fells. 
Starting from the village of Skelwith Bridge this easy 4.5 mile 
(7.3km) circular walk follows a narrow lane and a footpath up 
the fellside, passing some small lakes, to the 335m summit 
of Loughrigg Fell where there are superb views across to 
Grasmere and the Langdale Pikes. It then descends through 
woodland to skirt Loughrigg Tarn, via a stony track or a grassy 
lakeshore path to return to the start. This most beautiful 
and secluded tarn is almost circular in form, with a variety of 
aquatic plants around the margins and offers perfect vistas of 
the surrounding fells. 

Photo © Daniel Kay/Getty Images


