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The illuminated clockface of Big Ben shines over the snow-dusted
roofs of the Palace of Westminster and the banks of the River
Thames. Between 2017 and 2022 the 96-metre tall Elizabeth Tower
was shrouded in scaffolding and comprehensively repaired and
restored, from its 334 stairs to the glasswork of the clockfaces, its
ironwork, roofing and the gilded masonry and spire.
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The Millennium Footbridge allows pedestrians to walk from the
Tate Modern and Globe Theatre on the south bank of the River
Thames to St Paul’s Cathedral on the north bank. Originally
opened in June 2000, it became known as the ‘wobbly bridge’
when the public reported an alarming swaying motion during
its first day of use; after modifications the bridge re-opened in
February 2002.
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The band of the Welsh Guards march out of their regimental
headquarters, Wellington Barracks, in Birdcage Walk, central
London, during Trooping the Colour, fulfilling their ceremonial
role as guardians of the royal palaces. For more than 260 years,
this grand display of parading soldiers, musicians and horses has
marked the official birthday of the British Sovereign each Year.
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Regent’s Canal is a waterway stretching just under 14 kilometres to
link the Grand Union Canal to the River Thames via Regent’s Park,
London Zoo and Camden Town. Dozens of barges line the banks
and the towpaths provide popular routes for walkers and cyclists,
where you are also sure to come upon a café or craft market on
your travels.
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Look to the heavens within the Henry VIl Lady Chapel in

Westminster Abbey to see the spectacular gothic fan-vaulted
ceiling, an architectural wonder funded by King Henry VIl and
completed six years after his death, in 1516. The Chapel is the final
resting place of 15 kings and queens, including Elizabeth | and

Mary, Queen of Scots.
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Spanning the top three floors of 20 Fenchurch Street is the Sky
Garden, London’s highest public garden, a green oasis that offers
a spectacular panorama of the capital. Visitors who reach the 35th
floor can grab a refreshment or enjoy a leisurely lunch at one of
the two bars and two restaurants, surrounded by lush plants and
landscaping, and drink in the views.
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The sculpture group known as ‘Asia’ at one corner of the Albert
Memorial in Kensington Gardens, London, takes in the view of the
curved red-brick walls and domed roof of the Royal Albert Hall.
Illuminated at night, the iconic building, inspired by Prince Albert’s
proposal to create a permanent concert space for public benefit,
has the appearance of a giant celebration cake.
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At the heart of Kew Gardens in Richmond, south-west London,
stands a beautiful glasshouse known as the Palm House. Designed
by architect Decimus Burton and completed in 1848, this stunning
Victorian building was the largest of its type at its construction and
is made up of 16,000 panes of glass to provide a hot and humid
rainforest climate in which tropical plants can thrive.
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Originally constructed to celebrate the turn of the millennium and
house the Millennium Experience exhibition in 2000, ‘the Dome’
as it became known is now home to the UK's second largest arena,
hosting music concerts and entertainment events. During the 2012
London Olympics and Paralympics, the venue hosted trampoline,
basketball and artistic gymnastics competitions, temporarily
renamed as the North Greenwich Arena.
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A black swan is perfectly reflected in the still water of the lake

in Queen Mary's Garden in Regent’s Park, named after the wife
of King George V. The garden is a place of tranquillity and calm,
where it is worth taking the time to stop and smell the roses - it is
home to London'’s largest collection, with almost 12,000 blooming

bushes planted.
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Passengers on the longest escalator on the Elizabeth Line glide
up from the Bond Street platform to the grand and light-filled
Hanover Square station entrance. Stretching more than 100
kilometres from Shenfield and Abbey Wood in the east to Reading
and Heathrow in the west, the Underground'’s Elizabeth Line

took more than 13 years to complete and was officially opened by
Queen Elizabeth Il in May 2022.
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The office lights of Canary Wharf in east London illuminate the
glass-clad towers and buildings where so many global corporations
have their headquarters. Redeveloped into a thriving business
district in the 1990s, the high rises are home to commerce, retail
and leisure as well as residential apartments, for those who enjoy
city living and can benefit from a short commute to work.
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The iconic arches that span the pedestrianised shopping district of
Carnaby Street in Soho, central London, become the centrepiece
for the Street’s imaginative Christmas lights each year. Carnaby'’s
festive illuminations have become famous for their eccentric and
non-traditional displays, from a kaleidoscope of butterflies to an
underwater scene and even collaborations with rock bands.
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