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The iconic arches that span the pedestrianised shopping district of 
Carnaby Street in Soho, Central London, become the centrepiece 
for the Street’s imaginative Christmas lights each year. Carnaby’s 
festive illuminations have become famous for their eccentric and 
non-traditional displays, from a kaleidoscope of butterflies to an 
underwater scene and even collaborations with rock bands.
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St Paul’s Cathedral can be spied from vantage points across the 
city but one of the best and simplest perspectives is from ground 
level, between the glass-clad walls of One New Change, a modern 
development of retail and office space in the heart of the City. The 
complex includes a rooftop terrace, accessible to the public for free, 
complete with rooftop bar and restaurant.
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Buckingham Palace forms an impressive backdrop to the eastern 
end of St James’s Park in Central London, seen across the lake where 
pelicans – a gift from a Russian ambassador to King Charles II in 
1664 – can be found. Bordered by Birdcage Walk and The Mall, the 
Park is the perfect spot from which to witness royal and ceremonial 
events, such as Changing of the Guard.
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The restoration and modernisation of King’s Cross station, originally 
built in 1852, includes an expansive wave-form steel grid and roof 
over the Western Concourse, creating an award-winning 
juxtaposition of old and modern architecture. Together with the 
adjacent St Pancras International, the London terminus for the 
Eurostar service to continental Europe, this is one of the UK’s busiest 
transport hubs. 
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At the heart of smart Chelsea, ‘No. Fifty Cheyne’ is hard to miss; 
with its bright exterior and bloom-covered facade this Victorian 
corner pub was re-opened in 2019 as a fine dining destination. 
Views of Cheyne Walk and Chelsea Embankment can be enjoyed 
from the first floor Cocktail Bar and Drawing Room.
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Originally installed in Parliament Square in 1865, the ornate Buxton 
Memorial Fountain, designed by Samuel Sander Teulon, was moved 
to Victoria Tower Gardens in Westminster in 1957 and restored as a 
drinking fountain in 2007 for the 200th anniversary of the Abolition 
of Slavery Act. The memorial commemorates the work of 19th-
century anti-slavery campaigner and MP, Sir Thomas Fowell Buxton.
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Crossrail Place is the station in West India Quay Dock in Canary 
Wharf for London’s east-west Crossrail scheme. The building 
is 300m long, a necessary length to house the 240m-long rail 
platforms, and its five storeys include shops, restaurants, a cinema 
and, under almost the entire length of the triangular-glass panelled 
and open roof, a roof garden.
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Arguably the defining landmark of London, Tower Bridge has 
spanned the River Thames since its completion in 1894, when it was 
the largest ‘bascule’ (meaning ‘seesaw’) bridge ever built. Originally 
the metalwork was chocolate brown colour but it was given a fresh 
lick of paint in red, white and blue to celebrate Queen Elizabeth II’s 
Silver Jubilee in 1977.
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The ‘cathedral to nature’ that is the extraordinary Natural History 
Museum in South Kensington was designed by architect Alfred 
Waterhouse, its unique Gothic Revival style embellished with lavish 
terracotta decoration and sculptural details inspired by the natural 
world. The building was opened in 1881 and now welcomes more 
than five million visitors each year.
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Autumnal foliage is reflected in the still water of Regent’s Canal 
by the old ironworks at Sturt’s Lock. Originally the canal was an 
efficient means of transporting goods from London’s Limehouse 
Docks to the national canal network across the rest of Britain; today 
Sturt’s Lock is home to a small residential mooring close to the lively 
neighbourhoods of Islington and Hoxton.
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Originally intended as a temporary installation, the Millennium 
Wheel on the South Bank of the River Thames has become one of 
the UK’s most popular paid-for tourist attractions since it opened 
in 2000, becoming known as the London Eye. Just across the river 
from the Houses of Parliament and the Palace of Westminster, it 
offers spectacular and panoramic views across the city.
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Protecting London from exceptionally high tides and storm surges, 
the futuristic-looking Thames Barrier at Woolwich is the second 
largest of its type in the world. It is credited with protecting millions 
of lives and preventing hundreds of buildings from being submerged 
by regular flooding, including the Houses of Parliament and Tower 
Bridge, having closed 50 times in the winter of 2013-14 alone.
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London’s iconic red buses carry passengers down a busy Oxford 
Street at Christmas. Oxford Street’s festive lights have been a 
regular and popular feature of Christmas since 1959, the themes 
and illuminations creating a sense of occasion and excitement for 
Londoners and visitors alike.
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